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RELIGIOUS AND TRADITIONAL LEADERS 
CHAMPION EMPOWERMENT OF 

ADOLESCENT GIRLS

In many parts of Zambia, adolescent girls face a 
triple threat that poses significant challenges to 
their well-being and future prospects. Gender-
based violence, early pregnancy, and the risk of 

HIV/AIDS collectively form a formidable triple threat 
that demands attention and concerted efforts for 
mitigation. In this complex situation, religious and 
traditional leaders play a critical role in shaping 
attitudes, influencing behaviors, and fostering a 
supportive environment for adolescent girls and 
young people in general. In response to this, Caritas 
Zambia has launched a second phase of the Action 
For Girls Rights Project, that responds to the GIZ 
Strengthening Girls Rights Output 3 on taking actions 
to create an enabling environment for young people 

CONTENTS

Disclaimer: The views expressed in this bulletin are not 
necessarily the official position of Caritas Zambia.

EDITORIAL TEAM
Fr. Gabriel Mapulanga  –  Executive Director
Edmond Kangamungazi   –  Head of Programmes 
Chibesa Ngulube Ngwira   –  Knowledge Management 
Specialist and Bulletin Editor

Communication Team
Bertha Kakwende, Shebo Saapi

Design and Layout by
Interactive Communications
+260 966 343 644 | intercomzm@gmail.com

Chibesa Ngulube NgwiraEDITOR

to access youth-friendly and gender-sensitive health services 
have been carried out in a participatory manner. Action For 
Girls Rights Project (AGRP) phase two builds on the successful 
intervention of AGRP I that was implemented in six districts, 
namely Livingstone, Choma, Chirundu, Chongwe, Solwezi and 
Kasempa. The project aims at ensuring that young people have 
access to quality, youth-friendly information and services for 
the prevention of HIV, teenage pregnancies and gender-based 
violence. The project will apply a multifaceted approach to 
achieve its goal. A core aspect of this approach is to strengthen 
the existing community frameworks that enable young people 
exercise fully their rights, that is being aware of them, and the 
ability to claim them, when violated.

Welcome to our 2024 first edition news 
bulletin. Let me take this opportunity 
to thank you for your unwavering 
support throughout the previous year 

and your continued interest in our work. In an era 
marked by rapid technological advancements and 
unprecedented global challenges, the pursuit of 
integral human development—at the heart of Caritas 
Zambia’s mission—stands as a beacon of hope and 
progress.
	 At the core of our organization’s vision is the 
unwavering belief that every person deserves 
the opportunity to achieve integral human 
development. This concept is not merely an 
abstract ideal; it is a practical framework that 
guides our daily actions and long-term strategies. 
We understand that true development goes 
beyond economic metrics, capturing the holistic 
well-being of individuals and communities. Our 
comprehensive approach ensures that no one is 
left behind and that progress is sustainable and 
inclusive.
	 In this newsletter, we are excited to share 
some of our recent initiatives, collaborations, 
and networking activities aimed at empowering 
women, children, and communities at large. The 
bulletin highlights just some of the strides we 
have made, showcasing the collective efforts 
of our partners, donors, and dedicated Caritas 
Zambia team, all working towards a common 
goal.
	 The journey towards integral human 
development is ongoing. It requires continuous 
innovation, collaboration, and a steadfast 
commitment to addressing the complex, 
interrelated factors that influence human well-
being. As we move forward, let us reaffirm our 
dedication to this vision, striving to create a 
world, better still a country where every person 
can thrive in dignity and purpose.
	 We hope you find this bulletin both 
informative and inspiring. Thank you for being an 
integral part of our work.
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Gender-Based Violence
Gender-based violence (GBV) is a pervasive issue affecting 
millions of girls worldwide. Whether it’s physical, sexual, or 
psychological, GBV undermines the basic human rights of 
adolescent girls, hindering their physical and emotional well-being. 
Religious and traditional leaders, as influential figures in many 
societies, can play a pivotal role in challenging harmful norms 
and promoting a culture of respect and equality. By using their 
moral authority, these leaders can contribute to changing societal 
attitudes towards gender-based violence.

Early Pregnancy
Adolescent pregnancy undermines girls’ human rights and 
compromises their opportunity to fully realize their socioeconomic 
development potential. Adolescent girls have the right to 
education, health, dignity, non-discrimination, and quality of life. 
Protecting, promoting, and fulfilling these rights is necessary 
to ensure that girls grow into healthy, skilled, productive, 
independent, and responsible adults, and yet the prevalence of 
adolescent pregnancy stands in the way of ensuring these rights 
are actualized. Early pregnancy often intersects with gender-
based violence, perpetuating a cycle of disempowerment for 
adolescent girls. Pregnancy at a young age is associated with 
increased health risks for both mothers and babies, and it often 
leads to interrupted education and limited economic opportunities. 
Religious and traditional leaders can address the root causes of 
early pregnancies by promoting gender equality, and fostering 
an environment where adolescent girls feel supported and 
empowered to make informed decisions about their bodies and 
futures.

HIV/AIDS
Currently, HIV and AIDS is the biggest epidemic in Zambia, with 
significant impact on morbidity and mortality levels throughout 
the country, cutting across all ages, gender and social status. 
The risk of HIV/AIDS further compounds the challenges 
faced by adolescent girls. Stigma, discrimination, and lack of 
awareness contribute to the spread of the virus. Religious and 
traditional leaders, by virtue of their influence, can serve as 
powerful advocates for HIV/AIDS prevention and education. 
By incorporating messages of compassion, tolerance, and 
understanding into their teachings.

The Role of Religious and Traditional Leaders
- Promoting Gender Equality: Religious and traditional leaders 
can use their platforms to challenge patriarchal norms and 
promote gender equality. By advocating for equal opportunities 
and dismantling stereotypes that perpetuate violence and 
discrimination, these leaders contribute to creating a more 
inclusive society.

Creating a supportive environment is crucial for adolescent well-
being. Religious and traditional leaders can actively work towards 
building communities that embrace diversity, provide mentorship, 
and offer resources to empower young people.

I
n the dissolute landscape of our world today, millions of people find themselves displaced, fleeing their homes due to 
conflict, persecution, or economic hardship. The journey of a refugee or migrant is faced with numerous challenges, 
ranging from physical dangers to legal complexities. Among these challenges, the risk of statelessness emerges large, 
presenting a daunting obstacle for those seeking safety and stability. Statelessness, defined as the lack of nationality 

or citizenship, renders individuals invisible in the eyes of the law. Without a recognized nationality, stateless persons 
are often denied basic rights and access to essential services, such as education, healthcare, and employment. They are 
trapped in a cycle of vulnerability and marginalization, with limited avenues for legal recourse or protection.

One of the primary causes of statelessness among refugees and migrants is the breakdown of legal systems in their countries of 
origin. Conflict and political upheaval can disrupt civil registration processes, leaving many individuals undocumented and stateless. 
Moreover, discriminatory nationality laws, gender-based discrimination, and arbitrary deprivation of citizenship further exacerbate this 
problem, particularly for women and children. The risky journey to seek refuge in another country also exposes individuals to the risk 
of statelessness. Many refugees and migrants face bureaucratic hurdles and legal barriers that impede their ability to secure legal 
status or nationality in their host countries. Complex asylum procedures, arbitrary detention, and inadequate legal representation often 
leave individuals in legal limbo, neither fully recognized nor protected by the law. Addressing the challenge of statelessness requires 

Some traditional practices contribute to the vulnerabilities of 
adolescent girls. Religious and traditional leaders, while respecting 
cultural heritage, can play a key role in questioning and reforming 
harmful traditions that perpetuate gender-based violence, early 
pregnancies, and the spread of HIV/AIDS.

Conclusion 
The triple threat of gender-based violence, early pregnancy, and 
HIV/AIDS poses significant challenges to the lives of adolescent 
girls worldwide. Religious and traditional leaders have a unique 
opportunity to be catalysts for positive change. By leveraging their 
influence, these leaders can help break down societal barriers, 
challenge harmful norms, and foster an environment where 
adolescent girls can thrive, make informed choices, and lead 
empowered lives. Through collaborative efforts with governments, 
NGOs, and communities, the collective impact of religious and 
traditional leaders can contribute significantly to the well-being 
and empowerment of adolescent girls and young people in 
general. 

NAVIGATING THE CHALLENGES OF 
REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS

JOURNEY OF RESILIENCE: 
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a concerted effort at both national and international levels. 
States must reform discriminatory nationality laws, streamline 
registration procedures, and ensure access to legal assistance for 
refugees and migrants. International organizations and civil society 
groups play a crucial role in advocating for the rights of stateless 
persons, raising awareness, and providing essential support 
services. Caritas Zambia applauds the government’s efforts and 
commitment to addressing the needs of refugees in the country. 

Zambia is not party to the 1961 convention on the reduction 
of statelessness despite the Government’s pledge to accede to 
it. This means that Zambia has not formally ratified or acceded 
to the convention. The 1961 Convention on the Reduction of 
Statelessness is an important international treaty aimed at 
preventing and reducing statelessness worldwide. There are 
several reasons why it’s important for a country to be a party 
to this convention: Protection of Human Rights: Statelessness 
can lead to the denial of basic human rights, such as access 
to education, healthcare, employment, and legal protection. By 
ratifying the convention, countries commit to providing safeguards 
against arbitrary deprivation of nationality and protecting the 
rights of stateless persons within their 
jurisdiction. Promotion of International 
Cooperation: The convention fosters 
international cooperation by establishing 
common standards and procedures for 
the acquisition and loss of nationality. 
By becoming party to the convention, 
countries signal their commitment to 
working collaboratively with other states 
to address the issue of statelessness. 

Prevention of Discrimination: 
Statelessness often results from 
discriminatory nationality laws or 
practices. The convention prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of race, 
ethnicity, religion, or other grounds in 
matters related to nationality. By adhering 
to the convention, countries commit to 
enacting and enforcing laws that promote 
equality and prevent discrimination 
in nationality matters. Facilitation of 
Legal Status: The convention provides 
guidelines for granting nationality to 
individuals who would otherwise be 
stateless. This includes measures such 
as granting nationality to children born 
on the territory who would otherwise 
be stateless and allowing stateless 
persons to acquire nationality through 
naturalization. By implementing these 
provisions, countries can ensure that 
stateless individuals have a legal 
status and are not left in a state of 
limbo. Contribution to Global Stability: 
Statelessness can contribute to instability 
and conflict, as stateless individuals may 
face marginalization, poverty, and lack 
of access to basic services. By reducing 

M
aking mining money work for the community ensures that local communities 
benefit from the mining activities in a sustainable and equitable manner. This 
is crucial for both social justice and environmental preservation. In response 
to this, Caritas Zambia, through Chipata and Ndola Dioceses is implementing 

the Making Mining Money Work (3MW) - follow the money project in Nyimba and 
Lusangazi districts of Eastern Province and Lufwanyama district of the Copperbelt 
Province. In its pursuit of community empowerment, Caritas Zambia through the 3MW 
project has launched an educational crusade for capacity building. This capacity 
building is targeted at the Clergy, headmen, councilors, political party representatives, 
miners, members of Justice and Peace, and other community stakeholders.  

Given the significant presence of mining operations, evidenced by approximately 35 mining 
licenses in Nyimba, 116 in Lusangazi and over 200 in Lufwanyama the capacity building is 
important to ensure that communities are equipped with a robust understanding of the details 
surrounding mining and surface rights, alongside the relevant legislative frameworks and the 
need to participate in decision making processes about mining revenue in communities. Through 
interactive presentations, stimulating discussions, role playing exercises and tangible local 
examples, Caritas Zambia is deeply committed to enhancing community members’ knowledge 
of their inalienable rights and the far-reaching implications of mining activities on their ancestral 
lands and way of life and also build their confidence to voice out about issues affecting them. 
Our conversations also venture into strategic planning, as right holders and duty bearers alike 
understand their roles in ensuring that the growing extraction industry serves as a beacon of 
progress, uplifting their communities and securing a prosperous legacy.

These rights centered educative and informative sessions are not merely informational; 
they are important tools of empowerment, enabling communities to chart their own destiny 
and safeguard their land for the generations to come, negotiate land use agreements and 
compensations, protect their land and resources, as well as advocating for responsible 
mineral development practices that consider the community’s needs and interests. Ultimately, 
understanding these rights empowers communities to make informed decisions and protect 
their land for future generations. Caritas Zambia feels duty bound to make a call to action, to 
ensure that mineral extraction not only enriches our nation but also brings tangible, lasting 
benefits to the very communities that host these precious resources, striving for a future where 

statelessness through adherence to the convention, countries can 
contribute to greater stability within their own borders and in the 
international community.

Overall, being party to the 1961 Convention on the Reduction 
of Statelessness demonstrates a country’s commitment to 
upholding human rights, promoting equality, and contributing 
to global efforts to address the issue of statelessness. As such, 
Caritas Zambia continues to urge the government to expedite 
the processes of the Ratification of the 1961 Convention on the 
Reduction of Statelessness and domestication of both the 1961 
Convention and the 1954 Convention Relating to the Status 
of Statelessness Persons, a pledge that was initially made in 
2011 and reiterated in 2019. As we confront the complexities of 
displacement and migration, let us not forget the plight of those 
who are rendered stateless, invisible, and voiceless. Let us stand 
in solidarity with refugees and migrants, working towards a world 
where every individual is recognized, protected, and empowered 
to build a better future.   

MAKING MINING MONEY WORK (3MW)
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mining and community prosperity are inseparably linked, a future 
where every extraction is a step towards inclusive growth and 
sustainable development.

The discussions also emphasize the importance of 
communities understanding decision-making processes is 
important as well as this is in a bid to ensure that community 
members actively participate in decision making processes to 
ensure that their voices are heard and their needs are considered. 
It also ensures that community members advocate for projects 
and services that address the specific needs of the community, 
such as infrastructure development, healthcare, and education. 
Being able to speak for themselves will enable communities to ask 
questions, seek information and hold decision-makers to account 
for their actions. This will in turn foster a sense of unity and shared 
responsibility for  community development.  

What should Mining Money Do?
The 3MW project endeavors to see mining companies create 
employment opportunities for the local community. Prioritize 
hiring local community members for both skilled and unskilled 
labor. In cases where skills lack, skills development programs 
must be enhanced to increase the employability of the locals. For 
the local communities to benefit from mining money, community 
Development must be at the core of mining companies. There 
should be deliberate apportioning of mining profits towards 
community development projects, such as infrastructure 
improvements, schools, healthcare facilities, and skill development 
infrastructure. collaborate with local authorities, community 
leaders and involve the community in decision making to identify 
priority areas for investment and ensure that projects align with 
the needs and aspirations of the community. Caritas Zambia 
also advocates for establishment of transparent revenue-sharing 
agreements or royalties with the local community or indigenous 
groups to ensure that they receive a fair share of the proceeds 
from mining activities. Implement mechanisms for monitoring and 
accountability to ensure that funds are used effectively and benefit 
the broader community.

Our local communities relay largely on natural resources 
driven by the environment for their livelihoods. Their reliance is 
through activities such as fishing, farming and forestry, hunting, or 
gathering. For these communities, the health of the environment 
directly impacts their economic well-being therefore Implementing 
sustainable mining practices to minimize environmental impact 
and protect natural resources, including water, forests, minerals, 
land for agriculture, and biodiversity is key. Mining companies 
must engage with local communities to develop environmental 
management plans and initiatives that address their concerns and 
prioritize conservation efforts. 

Preserving cultural heritage in mining communities is a key 
component although largely taken for granted. While embracing 
sustainable development and economic opportunities, mining 
communities must be given the opportunity to effectively preserve 
their cultural heritage. Locals must maintain their identity, history, 
and sense of belonging of these communities. This could also 
be achieved by consulting with community leaders and cultural 
experts to develop protocols for the protection of sacred sites, 
artifacts, and cultural practices. By adopting a holistic approach to 
community engagement and development, mining companies can 
make a positive impact on the communities where they operate 
and contribute to sustainable socio-economic development in the 
long term.   
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
DESERVES MORE ATTENTION: 

A CALL FOR ACTION
L

ike in many other countries around the world, Human trafficking is a significant concern in Zambia. Factors 
contributing to human trafficking in Zambia include poverty, lack of education and awareness, porous borders, 
corruption, and inadequate law enforcement. Vulnerable populations such as women, children, and migrants 
are particularly at risk. Human trafficking, as defined by the Palermo Protocol, encompasses various forms of 

exploitation, including forced labor, sexual exploitation, slavery, and organ trafficking. It involves the recruitment, 
transportation, harboring, or receipt of individuals through coercion, deception, or abuse of power for the purpose of 
exploitation. Contrary to popular belief, internal trafficking is more prevalent in Zambia than cross-border trafficking. 
The country serves as a source, transit, and destination for trafficking, with most incidents occurring within its borders. 
Vulnerable populations, especially women and children from rural areas, are exploited in various sectors such as domestic 
servitude, agriculture, mining, and construction. Additionally, Zambian children are at risk of forced labor in illegal mining 
activities and are exploited in sex trafficking by truck drivers and miners.  

Caritas Zambia adopts a multifaceted approach to combat human trafficking, rooted in Catholic Social Teaching. Through programs 
focused on economic empowerment, democracy and governance, livelihoods, and peace-building, Caritas Zambia aims to address the 
root causes of trafficking while advocating for policy reforms and legal protections. Additionally, the organization works tirelessly to raise 
community awareness, provide support to victims, and collaborate with law enforcement agencies to prosecute traffickers. Zambia has 
enacted comprehensive legislation, including the Anti-Human Trafficking Act of 2008, to address trafficking. However, there are notable 
gaps identified in the current legal framework, such as the lack of a specific definition of human trafficking, inadequate protection for 
victims, and the absence of key stakeholders in anti-trafficking committees. These deficiencies underscore the urgent need for legislative 
reforms and enhanced enforcement mechanisms to effectively combat trafficking.

A Call to Action:

As Zambia continues to be part of commemorating the World Day Against Trafficking every year, it is imperative to recognize 
human trafficking as a grave violation of human rights that demands collective action. Governments, civil society organizations, and 
communities must prioritize the prevention of trafficking, protection of victims, and prosecution of perpetrators. Through concerted 
efforts and strengthened legislation, we can strive towards a future free from the scourge of human trafficking. Let us heed the call to 
action and stand in solidarity against human trafficking. Together, we can make a difference and ensure that every individual enjoys the 
inherent dignity and freedom they deserve.
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I
n Zambia the agriculture sector is an integral part of 
national development and it plays a critical role in 
people’s livelihoods in terms of food and nutrition 
security, income and provision of employment. The 

agriculture sector has evolved since time in memorial 
from mare natural farming to its complex state where 
it has become highly mechanized. The current food 
production system has had a number of positive effects 
such as sustaining high production levels for certain crops 
especially maize and other cash crops. However, it has 
had its fair share of negative impacts such as reduction 
in soil productive potential where initially farmers were 
able to realize almost 8 tons per hector, they are now 
harvesting less than 0.3tons per hector, loss of biodiversity, 
emission of GHGs and general degradation of the soil. 
This is mainly due to the over reliance on external non-
bio-degradable input such as synthetic fertilizers suppling 
nitrogen, Potassium and urea. Also there has been a drive 
to use herbicides and pesticides chemicals that have had 

an effect on soil biophysical properties. The sector has also 
emphasized the production of fewer crops thereby reducing 
diversity that is in turn affecting the nutrition security of the 
people, especially the lactating women and children.

The food production system which is anchored on 
industrialization being driven by national programmes and 
frameworks such as the Farmer Input Support Programme (FISP), 
Food Security Pack (FSP) and the Food Reserve Agency (FRA) 
has not been able to solve some of the current problems which 
see most of the food producers living below the multidimensional 
poverty index which stands at 48.4%, land and soil degradation. 
The industrial form of food production agenda has contributed 
to increased maize production, the so-called “bumper harvest”, 
they have largely supported maize mono-cropping, and have 
contributed to the current state of food insecurity and widespread 
hunger in Zambia as evident in the Global Hunger Index (GHI) of 
2020. Furthermore, the food production system of productions 
exposes our food systems to external shocks and the negative 

ZAMBIA HOLDS ITS FIRST
AGROECOLOGY CONFERENCE

impacts of climate change, biodiversity loss, water body pollution 
and environmental degradation. Admittedly, the most affected 
are the rural communities that largely rely on agriculture for their 
livelihoods, but more specifically, the youth  and women are even 
left more vulnerable. 

It is with this background that PELUM Zambia and its 
partners have been advocating for the transformation of 
the food production system to a more holistic, inclusive and 
environmentally friendly narrative. The current form of production 
has not worked.

The 1st Agroecology conference will highlight some of the 
major sustainable agroecology technologies that have successfully 
worked to improve the lives of the rural food producers who 
currently feed the nation. It will also expose the effects of industrial 
agriculture on the current food production system and its overall 
impact on the more vulnerable populations of the society. The 
theme will also highlight current change in food consumption 
partners and outline some of environmental impacts of industrial 
agriculture that have been overlooked for a long time. Lastly, 
Agroecology technologies and techniques will be showcased 
as evidence that agroecology is working and has been used by 
farmers since time in memorial.

The conference will run under the following themes

Agroecological production technologies: Our food system 
should be able to address the social, economic, health and 
environmental issues. Thus, it is important to identify best 
practices that can address these issues and how interrelated they 
are. 

Ecological Trade, Markets:  While global markets are opening 
up for more organic products, statistics in Zambia and the region 
show low market activity in terms of organic foods. The push for 
organic production of food will only make meaningful sense if 
markets are able to 2respond accordingly. Thus, the conference 
will endeavor to explore the regulatory, business and consumer 

environments. Do we have the standards and related systems/
What stimulants and barriers exist to trade? Current trends such 
as the ACfTA will be explored and interrogate them if they work 
for the small-scale food producers. Trade barriers within the SADC 
will also be discussed under this theme.

Policy and investment frameworks around agroecology:  Policy 
direction and institutional capacities play a vital role in stimulating 
production and investment in the sector. Policies around food 
system require review to ensure that agroecological practices are 
supported. These policies must rely on local data and evidence so 
that they adequately address local needs and challenges. 

Framer managed seed systems and biodiversity conservation: 
The FMSS is under threat from extinction due to the over use and 
reliance of the conventional seed system which promotes the 
use of hybrid seeds. Most indigenous (Landraces) seed varieties 
are either extinct or at the verge of extinction. This has resulted 
in reliance on the hybrids that are produced by multinational 
companies. The result has seen the loose of local germplasm and 
reduction in biodiversity.

Women and youth in agriculture: A number of women are 
directly involved in the food production system. Any change in 
the food production will affect how women live. It has become 
important to appreciate the role women play in the whole value 
chain and in the promotion of the local food consumption.  Youth 
have for a while been left behind. But in recent years a number of 
youth farmers have occupied a significant space in the agriculture 
sector. Therefore, under this theme, the role of women and youth 
will be explored.

Information and networking; Information dissemination plays a 
critical role in agroecology development. In fronting agroecology, 
it is important to use all forms of media that will reach out to 
the farmers in all parts of the country. Digital formats can be 
developed so that farmers are able to use them. To spread the 
information networks are a major driver and these need to be 
used at a large scale.  
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AFRICAN NATIONS  POISED TO SHAPE 
GOVERNANCE OF LOSS AND DAMAGE  FUND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF CONTINUOUS 

VOTER REGISTRATION

ENHANCING DEMOCRACY: 
I

n the ongoing battle against climate change, African 
countries are stepping up to play a crucial role in 
shaping the governance of the Loss and Damage Fund. 
Recognizing the urgent need for action, African nations 

are mobilizing to ensure that their interests are represented 
and prioritized in the design and implementation of 
strategies to mitigate loss and damage from climate-related 
disasters. Participation in Climate Negotiations is deemed 
vital by African countries to secure inclusive governance 
structures within the Loss and Damage Fund. By advocating 
for a seat at the decision-making table, African nations 
aim to amplify their voices and ensure that their unique 
vulnerabilities and needs are adequately addressed.

To bolster their engagement, African countries are emphasizing 
capacity building and technical assistance initiatives. These efforts 
aim to equip nations with the necessary tools and resources 
to develop proposals, access funding, and implement projects 
aimed at addressing loss and damage within their communities. 
Moreover, prioritizing adaptation and resilience-building measures 
is a key strategy for African countries to mitigate the risk of 
climate-related disasters. By investing in infrastructure, early 
warning systems, and ecosystem restoration, nations seek to 
fortify their defenses against future shocks.

Advocacy for adequate funding from developed countries 
and international financial institutions is also on the agenda 
for African nations. Ensuring equitable access to funding 
that reflects the specific vulnerabilities and needs of African 
countries is paramount in their quest to address loss and damage 
effectively. Mainstreaming climate risk management into national 
development planning processes and policies is another priority 
for African nations. By integrating climate considerations across 
sectors, countries aim to minimize exposure to climate-related 
risks and enhance their ability to cope with and recover from 

loss and damage. Furthermore, fostering knowledge sharing and 
collaboration among African countries and with other regions 
facing similar challenges is seen as instrumental in driving 
innovation and progress in addressing loss and damage. Initiatives 
such as South-South cooperation and knowledge exchange 
platforms are being promoted to facilitate learning and build 
resilience.

Empowering local communities, including indigenous peoples 
and marginalized groups, is a central tenet of African countries’ 
strategies. Involving local communities in decision-making 
processes ensures that interventions are contextually appropriate, 
sustainable, and inclusive. In adopting these strategies and actions, 
African countries aim to play a proactive and influential role in the 
governance of the Loss and Damage Fund. By working collectively, 
they seek to secure enhanced action at the frontline and optimize 
benefits to address the impacts of climate change on their 
populations and ecosystems. Stay tuned for further developments 
as African nations continue to champion climate resilience and 
adaptation efforts on the global stage.  

I
n any democratic society, the fundamental right to vote 
is revered. It serves as the cornerstone of representative 
governance, ensuring that the voices of citizens are 
heard and accounted for in decision-making processes. 

However, to uphold this crucial right, it is imperative to 
maintain an electoral system that is accessible, inclusive, 
and reflective of the evolving demographics of the populace. 
Continuous Voter Registration (CVR) emerges as a vital 
mechanism in achieving these objectives.

Continuous Voter Registration is a progressive approach to 
voter registration that enables eligible individuals to register at any 
time, rather than being confined to specific registration periods 
preceding elections. Unlike traditional registration systems, which 
often have fixed deadlines, CVR operates on an ongoing basis, 
allowing citizens to enroll or update their registration details 
throughout the electoral cycle.

CVR dismantles barriers to political participation by offering 
flexibility in registration timelines. It accommodates individuals 
who may have missed previous registration deadlines due 
to various reasons such as relocation, turning eligible age, 
or oversight. By extending registration opportunities, CVR 
ensures that no eligible voter is disenfranchised simply due to 
administrative constraints.

Continuous Voter Registration represents a progressive shift 
towards a more inclusive and responsive electoral framework 
and while it can offer numerous benefits, its implementation 
may encounter certain challenges. Voter suppression tactics 
can manifest in various forms, from restrictive registration 
requirements to both unforeseen and deliberate administrative 
hurdles.
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Christian Churches Monitoring Group (CCMG) works towards 
promoting transparency, accountability and protect the integrity 
of the VR process by actively identifying and address such 
obstacles, ensuring that every eligible voter can participate 
without undue barriers. By scrutinizing the registration process, 
monitoring groups such as CCMG can help mitigate the risk of 
disenfranchisement and promote inclusivity in the future. 

CCMG has trained a total number of 30 CVR monitors 
to cover all the 30 registration centres across 30 districts. 
Continuous voter registration is susceptible to manipulation and 
fraudulent activities, such as multiple registrations or ineligible 
individuals attempting to register. CCMG employs various tools 
and methodologies to detect such anomalies, safeguarding the 
integrity of the voter rolls and maintaining public trust in the 
electoral process. Using a checklist CCMG monitors observe the 
registration process through structured question s that guide 
them to pick out the issues. The deployed monitors observe the 
processes and procedures which include probing whether ECZ 
is following the correct procedures, if they have the necessary 
materials or if ECZ is conducting the process within the confines 
or as prescribed by the law; among other things. The checklist 
also contains questions that probe the accessibility of the centres 
by persons with disability (PWDs), ensuring inclusiveness of the 
process. The monitors also look out for the presence of security 
personnel to safeguard the kits and monitoring law and order 
to protect the integrity of the process. CCMG is deliberate in its 
monitoring to see women’s participation.

Transparency and accountability are fundamental pillars of 
electoral integrity. Monitoring groups play a vital role in fostering 
transparency by observing and reporting on the registration 

process. By providing independent oversight, these groups 
hold electoral authorities accountable for their actions, thereby 
strengthening public confidence in the electoral process.

Public trust in the electoral process is essential for the stability 
and legitimacy of democratic institutions. Through their vigilant 
monitoring efforts, groups instill confidence in the fairness and 
accuracy of voter registration, reassuring citizens that their voices 
will be heard and their votes will count. Continuous monitoring 
allows for the identification of systemic flaws and shortcomings in 
the registration process. Monitoring groups leverage their findings 
to advocate for necessary reforms and improvements, advocating 
for legislative changes or procedural adjustments that enhance 
the efficiency, fairness, and inclusivity of voter registration.

Continuous voter registration monitoring by dedicated 
groups is indispensable for safeguarding the integrity, inclusivity, 
and fairness of electoral processes. By upholding democratic 
principles, preventing voter suppression, detecting fraud, 
enhancing transparency, promoting public confidence, and 
advocating for reforms, these groups play a crucial role in 
preserving the essence of democracy and ensuring that every 
voice is heard in the governance of our societies.

At the heart of democracy lies the fundamental right to vote. 
Continuous voter registration ensures that eligible citizens have 
unimpeded access to exercise this right. Monitoring groups 
serve as guardians, ensuring that the registration process is fair, 
transparent, and accessible to all eligible citizens regardless of 
their background, ensuring the integrity of democratic principles.
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